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With Respect for Marriage Act 
about to become law, same-sex 
South Florida couples relieved but 
not sanguine 

Susan Walsh/ Associated Press 

FILE - In this Oct. 8, 2019, file photo, protesters gather outside the Supreme Court in 

Washington where the Supreme Court is hearing arguments in the first case of LGBT rights 

since the retirement of Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy. As vice president in 2012, 

Joe Biden endeared himself to many LGBTQ Americans by endorsing same-sex marriage 

even before his boss, President Barack Obama. Now, as president-elect, Biden is making 

sweeping promises to LGBTQ activists, proposing to carry out virtually every major proposal 

on their wish lists. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File) 
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Schwartz said she's also concerned that some conservatives might try to utilize religious 

freedom provisions to say, "Well we're not going to issue your marriage licenses here," 

adding that, "It's only a matter of time until one of those homophobes takes a position 

like that. And then we'll see how that looks on appeal." 

Del may, who unsuccessfully sought the Democratic nomination for a Broward seat in 

the state House of Representatives this year, said he has no doubt if Obergefell is 

overturned that Florida, given the conservative leanings of the Republicans who control 

state government, would "run with glee the next bill they could to make sure that 

Florida is no longer a state that is approving same-sex marriages." 

Stiger echoed that sentiment, pointing to the political direction of the Republicans who 

control state government and who passed the controversial law - officially known as 

the "Parental Rights in Education" law and as "don't say gay'' law to critics - that limits 

public school discussion of sexual orientation or gender identity. 

In Delmay's view, the federal legislation "doesn't go far enough to establish once and 

for all in writing that same-sex marriage is a right." 

Stiger agreed, adding that she's happy the legislation is moving forward. "I'm somewhat 

disappointed that the bill did not give us everything that Obergefell did," she said. "I feel 

disappointed in the fact that it doesn't give everybody total protection .... When and if 

Obergefell does fall, we will be second-class citizens again." 

Opposition 

Even with its limitations, it goes too far for some. 

U.S. Sens. Marco Rubio and Rick Scott, both Florida Republicans, voted no. 

In the years since he was first elected to the Senate in 2010, Rubio has been 

increasingly outspoken about his traditional, conservative views on social issues such as 

abortion and same-sex marriage. When the idea of the Respect for Marriage Act first 

came up in the summer, Rubio said there was no threat to same-sex marriage and 

considering the legislation was "a stupid waste of time." 

Days later, he emphasized that view. "I'm gonna focus on the real problems. I'm not 

gonna focus on the agenda that [is] dictated by a bunch of affluent, elite liberals, and a 

bunch of Marxist misfits who sadly today control the agenda of the modern Democratic 

Party," Rubio said in a video posted to social media. 
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When the Senate took up the measure in November, he said the exemption for faith­

based nonprofits didn't do enough to ensure that some people and organizations with 

religious objections to same-sex marriage won't be forced to violate their beliefs, 

suggesting, for example, that, "Nuns running orphanages will find themselves in court if 

it becomes law." 

Before the final version of the legislation came to the Senate, Scott said in a statement 

that" I proudly support the gay community in Florida and across the nation and will 

aggressively fight any attempt to take away the ability for same-sex couples to marry 

and live their dreams in our great country. Unfortunately, the bill under consideration 

by the U.S. Senate does not adequately protect the religious liberties of all Americans, 

as guaranteed by the Constitution." 

Archbishop Thomas Wenski, the spiritual leader of Roman Catholics in Broward and 

Miami-Dade counties, devoted most of his homily at the annual Red Mass for people in 

the legal profession on Thursday, to detailing his objections to the Respect for Marriage 

Act. 

Wenski called it a "misleading labeled piece of legislation" that is "both unnecessary and 

harmful.'' 

He said it would not "sufficiently protect religious freedom" and said "the Respect for 

Marriage Act seeks to shunt our idea of marriage aside.'' 

"A number of religious groups and senators are asserting that the amended version 

passed by the Senate will sufficiently protect religious freedom. We bishops disagree," 

Wenski said. 

Besides Catholic bishops, leaders of the Southern Baptist Convention opposed the 

legislation. But the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints supported the legislation. 

Change in opinion 

There's been a rapid change in public attitudes toward same-sex marriage. 

Gallup reported in June that its 2022 Values and Beliefs poll showed 71 % of Americans 

believe same-sex marriages should be legally recognized as valid. Ten years earlier, 

support was at 53%; in 1999, it was 35%. 

The Senate passed the Respect for Marriage Act 61-36 with 49 Democrats and 12 

Republicans voting ''yes," 36 Republicans voting "no," and three senators not voting. 

The July version passed the House 267 to 157. All House Democrats supported it. So did 

47 Republican members of the House, about a quarter of the party's representatives, 

with 157 voting no. 
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When the earlier version passed the House in July, the four southeast Florida 

Republicans - U.S. Reps. Mario Diaz-Balart, Carlos Gimenez, Brian Mast and Maria 

Salazar - voted for it, along with U.S. Reps. Kat Cammack, R-Fla., and Mike Waltz, R-Fla. 

The support from Florida Republicans, six out of 16, was higher than the overall 

Republican caucus. 

State Sen. ShevrinJones, D-Miami Gardens, the first openly LGBT person elected to the 

Florida Senate, said Senate passage of the Respect for Marriage Act was a historic 

moment and said bipartisan support was significant. 

And U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, D-Fla., an early supporter of LGBT rights, said 

it would "provide critical safeguards for same-sex and interracial marriages" and "lift 

the anxiety felt by families across America who built their lives around the legal 

recognition marriage affords, and genuinely fear for its future." 

Delmay said supporters of same-sex marriage shouldn't assume it will last forever 

because of the Respect for Marriage Act. "Yes, we've won this day. We've won this 

moment. We have to continue to be vigilant and we have to be working for total and full 

equality." 
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