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Ahead of the Curve: With Human Rights Under 
Attack, Can Law Schools Help? 
This week, we're examining the role and responsibility of law schools at a time when human rights 

are increasingly in danger. 
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Welcome back to Ahead of the Curve. I'm Christine Charnosky, legal education reporter for Law. com, and I'll be 

your host for this week's look at innovation and notable developments in legal education. 

This week, we're examining the role and responsibility of law schools at a time when human rights are 

increasingly in danger. 

As always, please share your thoughts and feedback with me at ccharnosky@alm.com. 
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word 'spouse' be used instead of 'husband' for gay male deans and 'wife' for gay female deans." 

But being too vocal about, for example, gay rights can result in backlash, Schwartz added. 

"In academia, it seems if you stand up for yourself and the marginalized communities you represent, you're seen 

as troublemaker," she said, adding that there appears to be a culture of homophobia "behind closed doors." 

I, along with many, many Americans, have been traumatized and fearful about what is happening and what may 

happen to human rights in our country. 

Maybe you feel safe because you don't ever plan to have an abortion or because you aren't gay. But, as Martin 

Luther King Jr. said, "Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere." 

While it might be comforting to believe that our institutions of higher learning are training future generations 

of civil rights advocates and guardians of the rule of law, it's important to remember that discrimination and 

injustice can happen anywhere-even on law school campuses. 

But, as many LGBTQ+ law deans told me, that sad reality doesn't deter them. On the contrary, it inspires them. 

As Larry Cunningham, provost, dean and professor of law at Charleston School of Law, told me: "I don't 

consider myself a gay dean; I'm a law school dean who happens to be gay. My duty, first and foremost, is to help 

all of our students succeed in law school and the profession." 

But, he added, "[a]s someone whose constitutional right to marry was only recently recognized by the Supreme 

Court, I bring to my position a particular appreciation for the Constitution, the legal system and those who 

safeguard the freedoms of others." 

With that in mind, Cunningham said he also recognizes the importance of diversifying the law profession so that 

"the bar and bench are more representative of the communities and clients we serve; that includes making sure 

LGBT people become lawyers, judges, law professors and deans." 


